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Here you must excite your reviewers, so they will excite the
study section! A well-constructed Specific Aims page will:

ldenftify the important, NIH-relevant problem you plan
to address

Pinpoint the critical gap preventing progress toward
addressing the problem

Show how your long-term research program will
e critical gap

funding will achieve



Part 1: [dentify the problem/urgent need and the
roadblock that is preventing progress toward
addressing the problem

Fart 2: State your long-term goal (i.e. addressing the
problem), and the overall objective, central
hypothesis and rationale of this proposal, which is the
Xt step toward accomplishing the long-term goal

aims that collechvely address
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What is the expected if the
application is fundede All the study section will
want to know.

One important outcome from
each aim.

atement regarding

results from the



The goal: Create a seamless flow of logic that
informs and the reviewers.

Start with bullet statements (phrases)
Arrange bullets in a logical, seamless sequence

exist in the logical flow, write bullets to




The Specific Aims must be related, but sufficiently
that later aims don't depend on
particular outcomes of earlier ones. If Aim 1 does not

produce the expected outcome, is there still a reason
to perform Aim 2¢

Don’'t create doubt! Aims should be open-ended,
allowing for multiple possible outcomes. Avoid “if” or
" “Determine if compound X slows

ells” creates doubt, while

d X's impact on




Your well-written Specific Aims page will have:

ldentified a that is
preventing progress on an NIH-relevant problem,

Described to address the
problem, and

Expressed the that will emanate from
successful completion of the project: the
bk Off”.

ff, should flow



The Specific Aims are the template for the
entire Research Plan.

ecific Aims first, before writing the
lon subsections.
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